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recognized for 

stellar service

Cologne selects new councilmember 
See AWARD/ Page 1 

BY COLE WHITE

cole.white@ecm-inc.com

There will now be a new face on the 

cologne City Council, with Jessica Spates 

being chosen by vote to fi ll the standing 

vacancy.
The opening comes after Don Meyer, 

the former seat, announced his retirement 

earlier this year. The city began fi elding 

applicants, ultimately ending with three.

Two of  the candidates were eliminated 

by council review for not meeting require-

ments, both currently facing the issue of 

not living in Cologne. This left Spates as 

the only candidate in the fi eld.

In a brief  work session prior to the reg-

ular meeting, the council invited Spates 

to fi eld questions as part of  the review 

process. Mayor Matt Lein opened the 

questionnaire, asking why she was inter-

ested in the position.

“I’m kind of  a political nerd. I like gov-

ernment, small town especially,” Spates 

said. “I just really want to get involved.”

Councilmember Kyle Evenski followed 

the mayor, asking Spates how she deals 

with not being able to make people happy 

all the time, an issue that may come up 

while serving in public offi ce.

“I’m used to not making everybody 

happy, I’m a project manager, I’m very 

driven and focused,” Spates said. “We 

have a joke; the better I am doing at my 

job the more people are trying to get me 

fi red.”

“You take everyone into consideration 

and do what’s best overall,” Spates add-

ed.
Spates was then asked if  she had 

served on councils or boards previous-

ly, and what experience came with that. 

Spates noted that she was the sorority 

president in college, and that she was 

very active in her close-knit community 

where she grew up, Lamberton, MN. 

She added that she is also a speech judge 

for Norwood.

When asked if  there were any commit-

ments that would prevent her from being 

present for the two meetings a month, 

Spates said she saw no confl ict. She was 

BY COLE WHITE

cole.white@ecm-inc.com

 
Mark Lagergren, teacher and 

coach at Central High School, has 

been named as a regional honoree 

in the WEM Foundation’s 2018 

Outstanding Educator Awards pro-

gram. 
Lagergren is being honored by 

the WEM Foundation and Syn-

ergy & Leadership Exchange for 

outstanding accomplishments and 

contributions to student learning. 

His recognition comes in the Ath-

letic Coach Award, which recog-

nizes teachers who are exemplary 

coaches of  athletic teams. 

Lagergren has been coaching 

and teaching for 33 years. He is a 

junior/senior high social studies 

teacher at Central and also coaches 

cross country. 

The cross country program La-

gergren coaches is built on a pyra-

mid of  goals: competitive goals, 

lifestyle goals and character goals. 

The character goals form the foun-

dation or the base of  all goals, the 

foundation says. Without charac-

ter goals, the competitive goals and 

lifestyle goals do not exist. Lager-

gren believes nurturing these char-

acteristics in his teams, is building 

successful teams, seasons, play-

ers and upright citizens in today’s 

world. 
In a release, the WEM Founda-

tion shared quotes that highlighted 

Lagergren’s achievement.

“Mr. Lagergren continuously 

puts life lessons ahead of  records 

and results,” said a parent. “Each 

PAID FORTHE SOIL THEY

See COUNCIL / Page 2 

Mark Lagergren

BY COLE WHITE

cole.white@ecm-inc.com

A story of closure. A fam-

ily reunion over 70 years 

in the making. For one 

local family, Memorial Day car-

ries a solemn burden.

“So a year ago, we were sit-

ting at the cabin on Memo-

rial Day, we were talking about 

servicemen, and my dad, who 

turned 90 this year, said ‘One 

thing I wanted to do was visit 

my brother’s grave,’” Debbie 

Kelzer of Mound said. “And 

I said to my sister Pam, I said 

‘Let’s take him this year.’”

Her father, Richard Zanger, 

had not seen his brother, Le 

Roy, since 1942 when he joined 

the U.S. Army during the sec-

ond World War. Le Roy would 

never make home, being killed 

in action on Dec. 4, 1944.

Now, 73 and a half  years later, 

Richard and his sister Eldoris, 

along with his daughter, Deb-

One family’s journey to visit a fallen brother

See FRANCE / Page 8 

MEMORIAL 
DAY

Page 7
SERVICE

PICTURED: Le Roy Zanger’s ceremonial headstone in Victoria, reading “BURIED IN FRANCE.” His real 

grave, (inset) is located in France, where he lost his life in the Second World War. (Cole White/NYA Times)/

(Submitted)
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Council looks at budget
Budget on track, unexpected repairs addressed in 

council meeting

Sen. Jensen hosts town hall in NYA
See COUNCIL Page 5 BY COLE WHITE

cole.white@ecm-inc.com

Sen. Scott Jensen (R-Chaska) made the fi nal stop of his District 47 town hall tour in Norwood Young America on Wednes-day, June 27, to give constituents a recap of the gridlocked legislative session as well as fi eld questions.Jensen opened with a few thoughts of refl ection, and criticized that partisan ran-cor that slowed progress over the session.“I think down at the Legislature the fa-vorite game is the blame game. The favor-ite calisthenic is the dodge and weave. And what you get from that is exactly what you’d expect. You get chaos,” Jensen said.He discussed the three major priori-

ties he had going into the session, fi rst of which being a tax conformity bill. That bill would not get passed.The second priority was a supplemental budget bill to cover shortfalls not covered from the previous year. That too would re-main undone. His third priority, the bond-ing bill, would be the only one that would be accomplished.Looking ahead, Jensen expressed op-timism for the 2019 session, noting that he hoped the tax conformity bill could be passed quickly to save taxpayers money.As far as priorities locally, Jensen sought to improve eminent domain processes for property owners and fully transfer sales tax on auto parts to transportation priori-ties. He went on to express his goal of de-

politicizing the Metropolitan Council by staggering appointments to prevent one party from stacking the council in their favor and requiring that all members have been elected to public offi ce at some point. Jensen criticized the omnibus bill that would prove to be the largest challenge for the session. While omnibus bills are com-mon for individual areas like transporta-tion, this year the Legislature combined all of them.
“We didn’t have an omnibus bill for each of those areas. We decided to change it up and we made the mother of all omnibus bills,” Jensen said. “It didn’t work out so well.”

BY COLE WHITE
cole.white@ecm-inc.com

Budgetary issues were the topic at the NYA City Council meeting on June 25, with City Adminis-trator Steve Helget presenting the council with an update of  how the city is faring financially.“As far as the year is going so far, we’ve had some additions to our budget that were not planned for -- namely the heritage center roof,” Helget said, referring to the $25,000 repairs that were need to preserve the building that was ap-proved at a meeting earlier in the spring. “But at the same time on the revenue side, at the time when we adopted the budget last year we were not planning on the Vicker-man Company project either. So that was a pretty huge project for us.”
The Vickerman Company proj-ect in the city’s industrial park proved to be a large windfall for the city, including $400,000 in land sale alone. As far as other revenue, Helget noted that four twin-home units have sold as well as one single family home.

Helget headed off  concerns from the council that the budget seemed off  on paper, noting that that is to be expected.
“Given the time of  the year, on the expense side in the general bud-get going to look a little lopsided,” Helget said. “Our revenues are not going to be close to where our ex-penses are, mainly because our two primary revenue source—our prop-erty taxes and local government aid. And we don’t get our first property tax payment until the end of  this month, and in local govern-ment aid we get our first distribu-tion payment in July. So at the end of  May, we look very lopsided.”In all, Helget expressed that the budget was healthy overall, adding that the city had 60 percent of  their debt obligations covered, with the remaining awaiting payments from the county.

“That’s every year, there’s noth-ing unusual about that here,” Hel-

APPROVED
UNDERPASS

See JENSEN / Page 5 

City moves forward after 4-1 vote by council

READING
WITH

Page 14

THE LEOS

The proposed underpass received official approval from the NYA city council at their regular meeting on June 

25. With the vote, MnDOT will begin moving forward with the project and finalizing designs, as well as begin 

look into right-of-way acquisitions. (Cole White/NYA Times)

“I think this is the toughest decision I’ve had in a long time here because 
we’ve got people on both sides, feel very strongly both ways”MIKE MCPADDEN, COUNCILMEMBER

BY COLE WHITE
cole.white@ecm-inc.com

The lengthy and oft discussed debate on the 
proposed Hwy. 212 underpass fi nally came 
to a head at the NYA City Council meeting 

on June 25, with a fi nal vote of  4-1 to move ahead 
with the project.“I appreciate all the work you gentleman and 
your offi ces have done, I appreciate tremendous-
ly all the work the fi ve people up here have done. 

We’ve created the best project we can for the cur-
rent situation, and I appreciate the comments from 
the community. You truly have had your voices 
heard and we’ve tried to bring those voices back 
to the discussion. My feeling right now is that the 
community is probably split about 50/50. So inde-
pendent of  what we decide, half  the community is 
going to think we’re crazy,” Mayor Carol Lager-
gren said to the chamber shortly before the vote.

See UNDERPASS/ Page 2 
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>  The Norwood Young America Times 
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Deadlines & Publication Day
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> Deadline: Monday at 11:00am
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BROADSHEET MODULAR AD SIZES

BRANDING

Branding ad units are 
designed for advertisers 
seeking to maximize long 
term awareness and reach. 
Ideal for top-of-mind 
awareness and branding 
efforts or single message call 
to action advertisements.

BRANDING

IMPRESSION

Impression ad units are 
designed for advertisers 
seeking to optimize reach 
and frequency. These units 
are suggested for image 
branding, small business 
announcements, health care 
and other low cost consistent 
response messaging.

IMPRESSION

IDENTITY

Identity ads are designed 
to balance ample message 
space and page dominance 
in a package that allows for 
greater frequency. Ideal for 
announcing events, branding, 
defining your market niche, 
and maintaining a sustained 
customer response through 
frequency of messaging. 

IDENTITY

DOMINANCE

Dominance ads are designed 
for maximum visibility within. 
Announce unique events, 
reinforce marketplace status, 
or drive maximum response 
in a short time.

DOMINANCE

COLUMN WIDTHS
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READER
RESEARCH

Buying decisions are being made!

Ask your sales rep for research supporting planned 
purchases in your category in the next 12 months.

YES  69.7%

report frequently purchasing products 
from their APG newspaper!70%

APG publications have shelf life!

1-4 Days  73%

keep publications in the 
home for up to 4 days!73%

5-7 Days  27%

APG readership skews slightly female!

51%  Female

Market is 
divided equally

49% Male

APG readership 35+,
outpaces market age!

88%  35+ Years of Age

Market is 72%. 45% are 55+! Market is 33%.

88%

Higher income and education!

65%  $75K+ & College Educated

readership $75K+ HH, some college.
Market is 56%.65%

CVC Audit Research for Period Ending March 31, 2018
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